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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
A1 98 26.6 9.5 45 59.2 17
A2 111 28.6 7.5 45 63.6 19.3
A3 73 27 10 45 60.1 12.7
A4 82 25.7 8.2 45 57.1 14.3
B1 67 25.4 8.2 45 56.4 11.7
B2 177 26.4 7.6 45 58.7 30.8
B3 323 29.4 7.9 45 65.4 56.2
B4 210 24.6 7.6 45 54.7 36.5
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Section B: Introduction to Judaism

Answer two questions.

1. (a) Examine the nature and authority of the Torah. [30]

 (b) ‘The Torah is a product of the human mind rather than a divine revelation.’
  Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note
Q1(a) A focused response, clearly highlighting the nature and authority of the Torah. The answer demonstrates accuracy and relevance with effective use of exemplar material.Specialist language is made accurately.Good and relevant use made of references to scholarship.Knowledge and understanding of differences between Orthodox and Reform positions with regard to authority of the Torah are well explained.There is evidence of logical and clear understanding with material organised in a coherent manner.To achieve a higher levelMore emphasis on the Torah as teaching and as direction for the people of Israel via Moses.Too much irrelevant material with regard to the Talmud.Importance of the covenants.Legislation throughout the Torah.





Sticky Note
(b) A good answer addressing the issue.More than one view is referred to and there is good analysis and critical analysis.Arguments are supported by reasoning and scholarly comment.To achieve a higher levelFocus answer on the Torah - emphasis on divine revelation.Too much detail about the Talmud.Moses speaking to God.More explanation of J.E.D.P sources.
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Section B: Introduction to Judaism

Answer two questions.

2. (a) Examine the implications of the Covenant for Judaism. [30]

(b) ‘The Covenant idea is not realistic for Judaism today.’
Assess this view. [15]

END OF PAPER

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.











Sticky Note
Q2(a) The answer addresses the question using mainly accurate and relevant material.Good use is made of evidence and examples to support a sound knowledge base.There is evidence of logical and clear understanding, use of specialist language and the answer is organised in a coherent manner.To achieve a higher levelMore emphasis on the importance of Makkah and Madinah rather than just relating events that happened in these places e.g. development of the ummah in Madinah, development importance of Makkah in Islam.



Sticky Note
(b) Some grasp of the main issues is shown but analysis and comment is limited. An attempt is made to construct an argument partially supported by some evidence and reasoning.Although reference is made to aspects of Muhammad's life, the answer generally lacks depth of critical comment and evaluation of specific occasions.To achieve a higher levelReference to Muhammad as a transmitter - bravery - driven by strong beliefs - good orator and great success in converting people to Islam.Personality and charisma.Problems with his leadership - many people killed - success came at a cost - tactically, sometimes out thought - very unpopular in Makkah.















Sticky Note
Q2(a) A very good answer that relates directly to the question and focuses on the key word 'implications'.The answer demonstrates accuracy and relevance with effective use of exemplar material.There is evidence of clear understanding.Specialist language is used appropriately.Reference is made to a variety of religious practices and observances that are relevant to the question.To achieve a higher levelEmphasis on the more positive implications.Circumcision - renewal of covenant with every generation.Distinctive covenant ideas and unequivocal promise.Privilege as well as responsibility.Israel's role in history.



Sticky Note
(b) A fairly full response which addresses the issues and uses a range of examples to support the main ideas and view points.Different views are considered with good critical analysis and comment.The complexity of some issues is acknowledged and reference is made to differences in belief leading to different responses.The material is organised clearly and coherently and specialist language is used accurately.To achieve a higher levelEmphasis on idea of covenant belonging to a past time in history - not intended for today.Emphasis on fulfilling traditions and Judaism being driven by the covenant.
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Section B: Introduction to Judaism

Answer two questions.

3. (a) Examine the significance of Jewish celebrations at Pesach. [30]

(b) ‘Pesach is the most important festival in Judaism.’
Assess this view. [15]

END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note
Q3(a) The answer addresses the question using mainly accurate and largely relevant knowledge.Good historical and contemporary relevance which focuses on the question directly.There is evidence of some understanding of beliefs with evidence organised in a logical manner.Reference is made to religious practices but these are not fully developed - lacking depth and scholarly comment.Material is organised clearly and coherently and accurate use is made of specialist vocabulary.To achieve a higher levelEmphasis on the idea of complete submission to Allah.Emphasis on overcoming temptation.Importance of mosque worship.Family occasion - sharing Allah's gifts.



Sticky Note
(b) An excellent answer showing depth of understanding, key facts and rlevant ideas.Different views are analysed and evaluated.Arguments are supported with evidence and reasoning with appropriate conclusions being drawn.To achieve a higher levelEmphasis on festivals built on history and tradition.Teaching passed on through observance of festivals.Festival observance as a form of identity.
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SECTION B: INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM. 
 
Q.1 (a) Examine the nature and authority of the Torah.  [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates should demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the nature 


and authority of the Torah. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following points but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  Nature 
 


 Torah as teaching 


 Difference between written and oral Torah. 


 God’s direction for the people of Israel - Moses as teacher and leader. 


 Setting for the religion of Judaism. 


 Role of God. 


 Covenants - idea of chosen people. 


 Obligations laid on Jewish people in Exodus. 


 Legislation throughout the Torah. 


 Leviticus - rules to enable people to attain holiness. 


 Numbers - responsibility of the priesthood. 
 
  Authority 
 


 Different attitudes of Orthodox and Reform. 


 Revealed by God - enormous authority. 


 Read in synagogue each Shabbat - focal point of worship. 


 Use during festivals. 


 Centre of prayer and study in the synagogue and home. 


 Source of all Jewish teaching - Yeshivah schools etc. 
 
  Maximum Level 5 for answers that only deals with nature or only with 


authority. 
 
 (b) ‘The Torah is a product of the human mind rather than divine revelation. 
  Assess this view.  [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates should debate the authorship of the Torah. 
 


 Moses as author. 


 God spoke to Moses on Mt. Sinai - divine revelation. 


 Oral Torah given by Moses. 


 Continual source book - practical guidelines - compiled over a long period 
of time. 


 
  On the other hand. 
 


 Critical scholarship rejects Mosaic authorship. 


 Many Jews reject traditional theory. 


 Inspired by God - written by humans. 
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Q.2 (a) Examine the implications of the Covenant for Judaism  [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates should demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 


Covenant. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following points but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 


 Covenant with Abraham - great nation - special land - blessing. 


 Sealed with covenant of circumcision - renewed with every male child. 


 Mt. Sinai - conditional covenant - ‘if - then’. 


 Jews to follow rules - holy nation - affirm faith in God. 


 Covenant renewed with every Jew in every generation. 


 Distinctive covenant ideas ‘if - then’ and unequivocal promise. 


 Israel chosen to play a special role in history - God’s plan for Mankind. 


 Privilege v responsibility. 


 Purpose of life in Judaism - fulfil the covenant. 


 Role of mitzvoth. 


 Redemption. 


 Obligation of covenant. 
 
 (b) ‘The Covenant idea is not realistic for Judaism today’ 
  Assess this view.  [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates should debate the relevance of the covenant for Judaism today. 
 


 Covenant idea belongs to past time in history. 


 Theory not realistic for present time and secular society. 


 Jews chosen for sacred responsibility not special privilege. 


 A ‘light to the nations’. 


 Receiving and transmitting God’s will is not easy - it is a heavy burden. 


 Burden of observance of mitzvoth. 


 Setting examples. 


 Obedience - holiness - righteousness etc. 


 Obligations in the covenant. 
 
  On the other hand. 
 


 Privilege of selection. 


 God’s care and concern throughout history. 


 Gift of Shabbat. 


 Strength of covenant drives Judaism. 


 Promise for the future - Messiah - freedom - land. 


 Strength of fulfilling the Torah. 


 Traditions. 


 Festivals. 
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Q.3 (a) Examine the significance of Jewish celebrations at Pesach.  [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates should demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the Pesach 


celebrations. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following points but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 


 Poignant and memorable occasion. 


 Celebrating of the historical exodus from Egypt. 


 Creation of the Jewish nation. 


 Celebrations are both religious and social. 


 God’s intervention in history. 


 Freedom - story of Pesach. 


 Preparations for festival. 


 Seder meal - liturgy etc. 


 Symbolic foods. 


 The Haggadah. 


 ‘Next year in Jerusalem’. 
 
 (b) ‘Pesach is the most important festival in Judaism. 
  Assess this view.  [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates should debate the centrality of Pesach to Judaism. 
 


 Celebration of the past, present and future. 


 Centrality of God’s redemption of Israel. 


 Importance of history. 


 Uniting of Jewish people. 


 Importance of family and community. 
 
  On the other hand. 
 


 Importance of other festivals. 


 Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur. 


 Importance of Shabbat every week rather than an annual event. 


 Importance of the present time as well as history. 
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